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Acts xxii. 16, k 

And now why tarrieſt thou ? Ariſe and be 

baptized and waſh away thy Sins, cal- 
ling upon the Name of the Lord. 


WWRxKIT H theſe Words Ananias concludes his 
XX yy XK Meſlage to Saul. He told him, the Lord 
W Jeſus, that had appeared to him in. the 


WXX f Way, had choſen him to be his Miniſter, 


and would give him an Inheritance with thoſe who 
through Faith in him were ſanCtified, and laying his 


_ Hands upon him, he received his Sight,. which had 


left him at the Time of the heavehily Viſton, and he 
aroſe, was baptized, and God revealed his dear Son in 


him, giving him in that Inſtant Remifſion of Sins and 


the Holy Ghoſt. 

The ſudden and glorious Manner of this great 
Man's Converſion was extraordinary, and is one of 
the cleareſt Inftances of the Free-Grace and Salvation 
.of God. He had been educated a zealous Few, and 


his Life was according to the ſtricteſt Order of that 


| Religion, but, like many of his Time, ignorant of 
the Redemption and the Righteouſneſs of Faith ; and 
| therefore out of his Few/þ Zeal a bitter Perſecutor of 


the Chri/tians, and thoſe who called upon Chriſt's. 
Name. He underſtood that the Diſciples worſhipped 
as the true God the Son of Mary, or, as he was called 
by Way of Reproach, fe Nazarene, the Tolah, that 
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ſs, the Hanged-one, and that they ſeemed no more 

| to efteem the Righteouſneſs of Works as formerly, 
but made his Righteouſneſs their Hope and Doctrine, 

and preached Salvation, Repentance and Remiflion of 

Sins in his Name; and fo ſtrove againſt them with 


all his Might, and went foffar as to athſt at the mur- 


dering of Stephen, to whoſe Death he conſented, and 
kept their Cloaths who ſtoned him. © He was born in 
Tarſas, a City of Cilicia, and though a Jew, and the 
Son of a ſtrit Few, was a Free-man of the Empire. 
He was taught the Languages, and inſtructed in the 
Jews Religion at Jeruſalem under the Care of a learn- 
ed Doctor of the Phariſees named Gamaliel, but by 
Trade was a Tent-maker. His Learning and Zeal 
procured him great Favour in the Sanhedrim, and in 
the Court of the High-Prieft, of whom he obtained 
Authority to ſearch out the Followers of Jeſus, and to 
- put them in Irons, and ſend them' to be puniſhed, and 
this he did, riot only in Ferufalem, but in other Parts ; 
and ſome he'cauſed'to be ſcourged, ſome he forced to 
Ay their Towns and Country, and many Men and 
Women he haled to Priſons, whom he found calling 
upon the Name of Jeſus; and ſome he compelled to 
blaſpheme or deny Chriſt. "The Threatning of ſlaying 
and putting them to Death, and the Havock he made 
daily in every Houſe, made the Diſciples every where 
afraid, and his very Name ſtruck a Terror where it 
came: So that all but the Apoſtles who abode in Fe- 
ruſalem were ſcattered abroad, becauſe of the Perſecu- 
tion. Encouraged by this Succeſs, he got again Let- 
ters of Authority to make an Inquiſition in the Eity 6H 
Damaſcus, and to aid and affiſt him, had procured Men, 
and that very likely of the Roman Army, to go with 
him. Thus far the Lord ſuffered him, but before he. 
entered the City, he was arreſted from Heaven. At 
Nooor middle of the Day, a Light ſhone brighter t&an 
: _ wi 
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the Sun upon them, and truck all down'to the Earth; - 


and as they lay, a Voice was heard in the Hebrew 
Tongue, which none underſtood but himſelf, his 
Companions being either Greeks or Romans, ſaying, 
Sau), Saul, why perſecuteſt thiu me? And he anſwered, 
IV ho art thou, Lird? And the Lord ſaid, [ am Jeſus of 
Nazareth. whom thou perſecuteſl. It ts hard for thee to 


tick againſt the Pricks. And he trembling and affrighted 
cried out, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do ? And the 


Lord aid, Ariſe and go into Damaſcus, and it ſhall be told 


_ thee what "thou /halt db. 


All the Men ſaw the Light and were alfo afrid; and 
they heard the Voice, but as it was in another Lan- 


guage, my underſtood nothing, and when they had. 


helped up Sal, and he had opened his Eye-lids, he 


found' he was blind and could ſee nothing, and there- 


fore was led into the City to the Houfe of Zudas, where 
he continued in the utmolt ſpiritual: Diſtreſs, and could 
neither cat nor drink for three Days but abode crying, 
Lord, what hall T 452 *Ti\ill Jefus ſent Ananzas to him 
with the glad News, that the ſame Lord that had ap- 
pzared to him on his Journey, had loved him and 


_ opened for him the Fountain of his Blood, that he 
_ might waſh and he clean. And now (faith Ananzas). 
why tarrie/t thou? Ariſe and be baptized, and waſh away 
thy Sins, calling upon the Name of the Lord, This he did, 


and at once received the Sight of his bodily and ſoiri- 
tual Eyes, and knew he was God's choſen Veſlel and 


dear Child. I wifh to God all that hear me were in the 


ſame happy Condition. 


have now mentioned what was moſt material in the 


Life of this Apoſtle till our Saviour met him, but I may 
not ſtop here, without making ſome Remarks upon a 


_ Converſion fo very particular, for thereof undoubtedly 


have we-ſuch an Account, that we may learn much 
| - Gicyeby, 
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| thereby, and be confirmed in our own Experience of 


Grace, and in the DoCtrines of Chriſt's free Mercy. 
In St. Paul's ftrit Life and extraordinary Zeal be- 
fore he knew Ananias, we may ſee how far a Perſon 


may go, and be a Stranger to the right Way. For 


my Part, I don't know if any one ever yet carried the 
latter of Self-righteouſneſs farther than he,"or was 
more zealous for the Law of God, the Religion of his 


Be Fathers, and Works of Piety than he. If any could 


have been ſaved by Works of Righteouſneſs which 
they had done, he would have gone to Heaven that 
Way, becauſe therein he exceeded : But he knew by 
Experience that Doctrine of Chriſt, Except your Righ- 
teouſneſs exceed the EK Y the Scribes and Phari- 
ſees, ye can in no Caſe enter the Kingdom of God. 

What can be ſaid by any which could not be ſaid of 


_ him? And if any might glory, he more: He was a 


Chi!d of Abraham, of the 'T ribe of Benjamin, circumci- 
ſed the eighth Day according to the Commandment ; 


zealous for the Law above many in Fer»/alem. After 


the ſtricteſt Sect of his Religion he lived a Pharijee, 
and was the Son of a Phari/ez, lived as touching the 
Law blameleſs, and before God, in all good Con- 
ſcience. Religiouſly attached to the Traditions of the 


| Fathers, he faſted twice in the Week, gave Alms of all 


he poſſeſſed, and was not an ignorant Perſon, or a Man 


{ © . that wanted a Capacity to judge in divine Matters, but 


was on that Account famous in the Church, and in fa- 
vour with the Chief-prieſts and Elders. Perhaps it he 
had lived in our Times, he would have been canoniz'd 
and reputed a Saint; and, no doubt, his Acquaintance 
and ſuch as knew him, thought him ſuch, and when 
they ſaw ſuch a pious and religious Man in Trouble of 


Mind about his Soul, and ſaw him weep and cry Day 


and Night, and not eat ordrink, doubtleſs they thought, 


Poor Saul is delirious, he is gone befide himſelf, much: 


Learning, 


» 
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Learning, or much Religion hath made him mad. 
Would to God all who hear me werelike him, notwith- 


ſtanding all the good Opinions they have of themſelves, 


till they knew a better Righteouſneſs than all his. 

As ſoon as our Saviour had called to him, and his 
Heart was awakened, he ſaw all he had done was no- 
thing, and counted it all Dung and Droſs that he might 
win Chriſt and be found in him, not having his own Righ- 
zeouſneſs which was A the Law, but the Righteouſneſs which 
7s through Faith in Chriſt. Wa 7 a 

With all his Knowledge and Zeal, and Boaſt of be- 
belonging ta the ancient, and then the only Church of 
God, what Good did it do him? He did not yet know 
if he ſhould be ſaved. All the vain and high Thoughts 
of being righteous or holier than another, or being of 


_ the beſt and pureſt Religion, Strictneſs of Life, and 
performing many Duties; without the Conviction in 


the Heart, that yet we are poor, vile Duſt and Aſhes, 


and mult be ſaved through mere Mercy only, ſerves to 


exalt the proud Nature, and teach them to perſecute. 
The moſt ſhocking Scenes of Perſecution that have 


_ ever been ſeen, have been carried on by People who 


were zealous and fiery for their own Way, but ſuch as 
did not know the meek Spirit of Jeſus, the Prince of | 
Peace, who came not into the World to deſtroy Mens Lives, 
but to ſave them. It was the ridged Opinion St. Paul had 
of the 7ews being only right, that made him ſo hot a- 


gainſt the Chriſtians; and *tis remarkable, our Saviour 


took all as done to him. J/hojo touches his Saints, touches 
the Apple of his Eye. What they do to them, is done to him ; 


end it would be better t5 have a Milftone hanged about one's 


Neck and be drowned in the Depth of the Sea, than offend one 
of the Little-ones who believe in him. I have obſerved of- 
ten when ſome Perſons, who are ſelf-righteous and 
conceited about their own Way, have gone ſo far as to 


perſecute, at once they don't know what they do : 


'They 


oe £4 muy 
| Fey forget all Humanity, good Manners, -Kin ar 
Aﬀinity, and can be barbarous and cruel without 
Mercy. Thus was it with our Apoſtle, he ſcourged 
People in the Synagogues, drove Fathers and Mothers 
from their Families and Homes, and was properly a 
Murderer, and had a Hand in Stephen's Death. Oh! 
amay the Lamb of God keep us in his Lamb-like Spi- 
rit, that when we ge out in his Warfare, our Wea- 
pons may be never any other than ſpiritual, ſuch as_ 
Meekneſs, Love, Mercy, Intreaties, Faith and Pa- 
tience; ſo ſhall we be the Children of our Father 
Which is in Heaven, _ 
'The Lord ſuffered St. Paul to come nigh Damaſcus, 
, and I don't doubt all who loved not the Diſciples be- 
gan to triumph over them, and tell them, Now ſoon 
their Religion would be all at an End: And it would 
have been ſo, if Jeſus himſelf had not been the Rock 
and chief Corner-Stone of their Building, and againſt 
which he had ſaid, the Gates of Hell ſhall not prevail. 
| Let not any then, however few in Number, or mean, 
or threatened, or perſecuted, be afraid: Their Strength 
F 1s to fit ſill, and they ſhall ſee the Lord's Salvation. He 
| hall fight their Battles, the Captain of our Salvation 
} {ball.go before them, and be in their Rereward, Fear 
not them that can kill the Body and aiter that can do 
no more: Nor be ſtartled or oftended, if the World 
ſhould oppoſe and blaſpheme: No, though the Kings 
- of the Earth ſtood up, and the Princes took Countel 
together. The Cauſe is the Lord's. It is not of the 
World, for then the World would love it's own. Be 
. therefore guiet, and be ready to loſe all and to be re- 
| Jeted of all Men, for yours is the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven. Comfort yourſelves when even your Maſters 
and Relations ſhould be againſt you, and think, when 
my Father and Mother forſake me, the Lord will take 
mc up. 950 perſecuted they the Prophets ey. wow 
efore 


= © 58 7 
before you. The Apoſtles and Diſciples of Jeſus and 
all the noble Army of Martyrs went that Way to their 

- Ret. © | 

I obſerved before that Paul came nigh to Damaſcus z 
and juſt before he entered the City-Gates, a Light from 
Heaven ſtruck him and his Company to the Earth, 
How juſtly might the ſame Hand have ſtruck him ta 
Hell? Mercy, free Mercy alone ordered it thus, while 
he lay upon the Earth in a Fright, Jeſus ſpoke to him, 
It is his Way to bring down, before he exalts; and he 
was ſet for the Falling and Riſmg-again of many in Iſrae]. 
He firſt ſmites the Heart, overturns all the Self-Righ- 
teouſneſs, and whatever we counted good in us, and 
does by us as he did once by Ezetel, he leads us (as it 
were) into the deep Recefles of the wicked Heart, and 


ſhews us all our Sinfulneſs, ſets in Order before us alk _ 
we had done amiſs, and ſays, Come, and 1 will ſhew:tbee 


greater Abominations than theſe, and aſks us, 1/hyapparſe< 
cuteft thou me ® Thus he ſpake to Paul, as if he hatffaid, 
What Harm have I done to thee, that thou arttmine 
Enemy, why doſt thou fight againſt me, why perſecu- 
teſt thou me? "Think, ye Drunkards, ye Swearers and 
Liars, ye Whoremongers and Adulterers, as if Jeſus 
ſpoke them to you. "Think how he looks grieved up- 
on you, as he did once upon poor curſing and ſwearing 
Peter, and aſks you, I/by perſecute/t thou me ? Why Joſt | 
thou crucify me afreſh, and put me to an open Shame? 
Attend to him, be forry and go and weep bitterly be- 
fore him, and be forgiven. 

As ſoon as our Saviour ſpoke, it went through Paul's 
Heart. He thought before, he was defending God's 
true Religion, but now was in the greateſt Confuſion, 
© nor knew who it was that thus ſpoke; and therefore 
aſked, Who art thou, Lord ? Here we may ſee, with all 
his Religion, he did not know God, but was an entire 
Stranger to the Lord that bought him, Our Saviour did 

11 B | not _ 
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not ſay to him, I am the God of Abraham, the God of 
 Jaacsthe God: of Facrb, the God of your Fathers; for 
then Pau! had anſwered, Lord, I am not perſecuting; . 
thee, I am only oppoſing one Jeſus and his Followers, 
who is worſhipped among them inſtead of thee. I am 
only engaged in thy Caule againſt this new Religion : 
Therefore faid the Lord, / am Jeſus, I am Jeſus of Na- 
Zareth, whom thou perſecuteſ?, It he was atftrighted before 
and aſtoniſhed, now he muſt tremble every Limb, and 
be ready to tink into the Earth with Terror. Yes, for 
now he knew that Jeſus was the Lord; that the deſpi- 
fed Son of the Carpenter at Nazareth, who lately hung 
like.a Felon upon the Tree, and died in ſuch Shame and 
Torture, was God over all ! and then, like a poor Sin- 
ner, he made his firſt right Prayer that ever he made in 
his Life, and faid to that Jeſus he had ſo abhorred and 
hated; Lord, what would/t thi have me to do? Methinks. 
T fee him liit up his trembling Hands, and with Floods 
of Tears beg for Mercy. He was not diſobedient to the 
heavenly Viſion, but ſunk under the Conviction, and 
ſtrove no more, It ſhould ſeem by our Saviour's fay- 
ing, t 7s hard for thee to kick againſt the Pricks, that he had 
done much of it againit the tender Rebukes and Checks 
of the Holy Spirit, and the Pricks of his own Conſcience. 
W hoever ſo acts, ſhall find it hard indeed, for they will 
| bring ſuch Calamities and Diſtreſies upon their own poor 
Souls, as ne#Ereature can form an Idea of, but him 
that does it:' Not perhaps at the "Time they do ſo, for 
_ God's Spirit appears grieved and retires off, but the 
End ſhall prove he is ſtronger than we, and if a Mar 
will not turn, he will whet his Sword, and bend his Bow, 
and ſend out his Arrows againſt the Perſecutors, which ſhall 
pierce to the very Heart and Reins, _ 
This is alſo to be obſerved, that the Lord ſpake to 
Paul in a Language none knew but himſelf, juſt fo 
when God's W ord, like a two-edged dword, ſpeaks to 
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& Sinner in his Sins. He underſtands, but -perhaps 


many may be with him at the Time and underſtand 
nothing about it, but wonder at his Fears and Con- 
' cern, and perſuade him there is nothing: Be of good 
Cheer, but he is too ſure of the contrary, and will ne= 


ver reſt, till, like 2/atthew when Jeſus called him, he 
riſes up, leaves all and follows him. _ 

Our Saviour had bid Paul go into Damaſcus, and 
promiſed him zhere it ſhould be told thee what thou ſhalt 


do. It ſeems he had hitherto Jain ſtill, and was wait- 


ing with an aching Heart to fee if Jeſus would not 
cauſe the Earth next to open her Mouth and {wallow _ 
him up, and let his Soul go quick down to Hell: But, 

| here 
his Grief and Concern was fo great, he could not be 
comforted, nor perſuaded to eat or drink for three 
Days, but continued praying to our Saviour and ſaying, 
Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? I hat ſhall I do to 


be ſaved? So long God heard from his holy Temple 


his Cries, and fo long ſuttered his Tears, but now be- 
comes his Saviour. I Ga 

_ He did not immediately preach his Mind to him, 
but would have him hear it from a Man like himſelf, 
ſo the Angel did not tell Coznelius what he ſhould do, 


but bid him, ſend for Peter, who ſhould tell him TYords 


whereby he ſhould be ſaved. "I his 1s to teach us not to 
deſpiſe the Fooliſhneſs of Preaching, for thereby the 
only wiſe God has decreed to fave them that believe; 
nor to ſlight his Miniſters, they are poor and weak 
Men, and are properly but Veſlels of Earth; but 
they are God's Ambaſladors, they are his Mcflengerg 


of Salvation. | : 


To one of theſe, namely, Ananzas, a devout Man ac- 
cording tothe Law, and of good Report among the Jews, 
but now a Diſciple, the Lord appeared in a certain 
manner, and bid him go to Saul of Tarſus, in the Houſe: 
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of Fudas, and in ſuch a Street, and ſhew him his Sal- 
vation. Anantias was afraid to do this, ſo great a Terror 
had Sau!'s Name ſtruck to him, and therefore ſaid, Lord, 


 T have heard by many of this Man, how much Evil he has 


done to thy Saints in Jeruſalem ; and here has he Authority 


From the chief Prieſts to bind all that call upon thy Name. 


But the Lord quieted his Servant, and allayed his Fears 
by telling him, He is my choſen Veſſel, and ſhall bear my 
Name to the Gentiles, and to Kings, and the Children » 

Iſrae]: And haſtens Ananias away, ſaying, Behold he 
prayeth ! As if he had ſaid, My Child, make haſte, for 
his Cries have reached mine Ears, and I cannot longer 
withſtand his Tears and Prayers. Behold he prayeth |! 
I muſt help him. This Day will I ſhew him my Sal- 
vation. And now Ananias came and found him out, 
and began thus, Brother Saiil, the Lord even Feſus that ap - 


peared unto thee in the Way as thou camef?, hafl ſent me, that 


thou mighteſ! recerve thy Sight and be filled with the Holy 
Ghef?. 1 dare fay as foon as Paul heard Ananias call him 


| Brother, the Tears guſhed out of his Eyes afreſh, and 


he might think, O how unworthy am 1 to be called a 
Brother, who have perſecuted and waſted the Church 
of God ! But yet it muſt comfort him at the ſame Time 
to hear, for all his Sin, the Lord would yet become a 
Father to him, and Jeſus would count him among his 
Brethren. Alſo as the Lord had revealed himſelf to him 
on the Way by this new Name, ſo Ananias begins his 
Meflage with the Doctrine of Chriſt's Divinity, ſaying, 
The Lord, even Jeſus, has ſent me to thee. This was joy- 
ful News, this was glad Tidings indeed to a Soul in 
his Condition, ready to periſh and without Comfort, 
that Jeſus the Lord had ſent to him. While Anamas 
ſpoke and delivered his Errand, he laid his Hands up- 


on Paul, and immediately his Sight was reſtored, and 


the Light of the Day and the Light of the Son of _ 
Righteouſneſs at once aroſe upon him, Then _— 
eg pore 
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fpoke to him after this manner, And now, Brother 
Saul, Jeſus has ſet before thee an open Door into his 
Kingdom. He loves thee, and will make thee his 
Miniſter and Witneſs. This Day ſhalt thou ſee his 
| Salvation, and be filled with the Holy Ghoſt. His 
Arms are now open to embrace thee, and his precious 
Blood to waſh thee, why tarrieſt thou? Arife and be 
baptized, and waſh away thy Sins, calling upen the 
| Name of the Lord. And he joyfully arofe and was bap- 
tized, and received the bleflied Witneſs in his Heart, 
that Jeſus loved him, and had given himſelf. for him, 
Thus ſhall it happen to all that call upon the Name 
of Jeſus in Faith, and none ſhall pray to him in vain. 
I have now related ſome of the moſt weighty Cir- 
cumſtances of St. PauPs Converſion, and alſo made 
ſome Remarks which I thought needful, I come now 
to ſpeak of the Text, and to bring that good News 

to you which Ananias brought to him. | 
The Lord, even Jeſus, ſends me with Commiſſion 
to preach the Goſpel of Repentance and Remiffion of 
vins to you. He 1s your Saviour; he has Joved and 
died for you, his Wounds like Fountains have been 
hewn and cut open for you. His Blood and Sweat 
ſtreamed down like a River to make you clean, and 
he and his Spirit invites you to come and waſh. And 
new why tarry ye? Ariſe and be baptized and waſh away + 
your Sms, calling upon the Name of the Lord. 
There is this Idea in the Text, this divine Purport 
and Meaning, All Things are ready: A Redemption 
is obtained: A Kingdom is purchaſed, up and take 
Poſleſhon. It is as if the Lord ſaid to you, Ye are 
Sinners, poor, periſhing and undone Sinners, but I 
have prepared a Salvation for you: A Remedy as great 
_ as the Diſeaſe: A Salve as great and broad as the Sore, 
I have opened a healing Bath, come and be baptized, 
I have opencd a Fountain for Sin and Uncleannefs, 
| Waters 
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Waters which ſhall ſatiate your Thirſt after Righte= 
_ ouſneſs, Streams that ſhall overflow and blot out the 
Hand-writing, the Threatnings and Curſes that were 
againſt you: Floods that will waſh away your Sins, 
and cleanſe the Heart, the Soul, the Mind, and make 
a full End of all your Iniquities; wherefore then do ye 
linger, or why do ye tarry? Call upon my Name, 
call upon me your Jeſus, your Lord, and I will hear 
you and deliver you, and ye ſhall glorify me. | 
Ariſe, that is, lift up your Hearts to the Redeemer ! 
Lift up your Eyes to the Hill Calvary, whence cometh 
your Help. Sce him with out-ftretched Arws inter- 
ceding for you, fee him ready to embrace and blets 
_ you, read your Names in his Hands, the Iron Pens 
1h _ graved thein there; ſee his raw Back which has car- 
ried your Burdens, his fore and aching Head which has 
carried away the Curſe of the Ground, and above all _ 
fee how he has loved you! Ariſe, hang down and droop 
thy Head no more, as if no Balm was in Glad, or as 
if there was no Phyſician there that could heal thee z 
though thou art a poor prodigal Child, and has been 
- feeding upon the Huſks, the Pleaſures and Vanities of 
a ſinful World, thou hat a Father that loves thee, 
ariſe and go to him. Thou haſt a dear Saviour, whoſe 
_ Wounds will heal thy ſpoiled and poiſoned Nature. 
Thou haft the Holy Ghoſt, who will lead thee and 
comfort thee as a Mother comforteth her only Son. 
Ariſe, leave thy Sins, thy Luſts, thy dangerous Place, 
and venture to come to the Sinners Refuge and it ſhall 
o0 well with thee. 
Be bapiized, be immerſed and covered in the bloody 
'Sweat of Jeſus, be baptized with the Baptiſm where- 
with he was baptized, thoſe great Drops which fell _ 
from him in his Agony, ſhall waſh away thy great 
if - Crimes and frighttul Offences. Haft thou not been | 
il already baptized with Water in his Name, but ſince 
ll -" gone 
+ | . 
it | 
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gone like a Dog to his Vomit, and as a Swine that was 
zwn/hed, to her wallowing im the Aire? Now come and 


let the great Apoſtle and Biſhop of our Souls baptize 
| thee with the Holy Ghoſt and with Fire. 

Laſh away thy Sins, that is, come to the Blood of 
the Lamb. . No FJordan, no Pool of Siloam, no Betheſda 
| is like it. If you had wept over your vins bitterly 
like Peter, or Magdalene, or David, and added to it 
the Blood of ten thouſand Rams and Bulls, and even 
all the Blood of the Martyrs, yet your deep in-bred 
Sin would remain like Scarlet-in-grain, nothing would 


be able to cancel or waſh it awav, but one Drop of 


the Blood of God's Son Jeſus ſhall cleanſe you from 
all Sin in a Moment, and this was really ſhed for you. 
The ſole Aim our Saviour had in dying and bleeding 
was to open a River of Life in his Blood for you. 
Whoever comes to this Laver, to this Fountain, tho? 
his Sins were more than the Heirs of his Head.or the 
Sands upon the Sea Shore, all ſhall be waſhed away 
and remembered no more : And though his Crimes 
were the moſt vile and abominable, fo that his Heart 
failed him, yet the Blood of Chriſt ſhall make him 
whiter than the Snow in Salmon, and ſoften and melt 
his hard and icy Nature, and ſpeak Peace and Pardon 
to his guilty Conſcience. 


Calling upon the Name of the Lord, this is, to direct 


you where to apply, to whom you may addreſs your- 
ſelves and make your Requeſts, namely, to the Lord 


Jeſus that appeared to Pay! in the Way. He 1s the 


Friend of Sinners. He 1s the Miniſter of the true Sanc- 
tuary, who hears Prayer, and has the tendereſt Heart. 
Aik of him, and he will oive you; feck to him, and 
you ſhall find. Knock at that Door of the Sheepfold, 
and you fhall find Entrance by the new and living 
ay of his Fleſh and Blood, into the holicſt Place of 
A 
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_ T don't doubt but when Paul was a Few, he had 
Prayed like the other Phari/zes often, and made long 
rayers, but the Scripture takes no Notice at all of 


their being heard or regarded, but as ſoon as he turn- 
ed to our Saviour, and applied to him, he made haſte 


' to help him. So as ſoon as blind Bartimens called up- 


on his Name, he ſtood ſtil], and could not go on till 
he had ſhewed him Mercy; fo the Syrophenician W o- 
man, the Lepers, the dying Thief, when they ſought 


' to him, found Mercy at his Hands, and are Witneſles 


that whoſoever calls upon the Name of the Lord Jeſus 


ſhall be ſaved. | 


Teſus himſelf bids us aſk of him, his Prophets and 
Apoſtles preſs the ſame Thing, and we find all the pri- 
mitive Church from Stephen, calling upon his Name. 
Let then ſuch as doubt his Divinity, pray to others, 
and be aſhamed to ſue for Mercy to one who hanged 


on a Tree: Let them tire themſelves and labour in 
vain, who call on another Name, but let us who are 
called by the Name of our Lord God Chriſt Jeſus, 


call in Faith, and feel and know there is no God 
that can deliver like our God, Amen, 
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